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A Presentation on the College Application Process



Counselors are available, to help you with the 
college process:
▶ Discuss your college criteria and the list you’ve 

been working on

▶ Talk over any questions or concerns you might 
have

     Review the logistics for submitting                                 
……….                                   application materials                                                                                                                                            

We are here to help! 



Be Realistic about Acceptance

● Use Naviance to look at parameters 
for each school’s acceptance

● List of schools should include: 
clear admits, probables and 
reaches



Example of a scattergram.  This data shows that 
most students with a 4.0 or higher GPA (on our 5.0 
scale) were admitted; students below a 4.0 were 
less likely to be admitted.  



Example scattergram.  This data shows 
a mix of decisions-admit, waitlist, 
deny concentrated around the 5.5-5.9 
GPA range.  



         



Completed Application File includes:

APPLICATION
Test Scores  

 Some schools are test optional

TRANSCRIPTS & 
REC. LETTERS

Submitted by 
STUDENT

Students request 
scores be sent 
from test agency

Submitted by 
Counselor
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● Check fairtest.org for list of 
test optional schools

● Use the table on Compass 
website Compass Prep College Profiles

● Check university websites 
to confirm what is required

http://fairtest.org/
https://www.compassprep.com/college-profiles/?fbclid=IwAR14Q0RmUpLdaM32OINyV4bbIsZaG4tQFo8TzkooIsRKUmgRIZbHbxdiyj8


Online Application
 Common Application www.commonapp.org
● Nearly 900 schools accept Common App
● 650 word limit on essay;  possible supplemental essays
● 20 college applications maximum
● FERPA Waiver: colleges recommend that you waive your rights

School Specific applications
● Can be found on each school’s website

http://www.commonapp.org


Common App Essay Prompts  



▶ Schedule an appointment with your counselor using 
Calendly

▶ Complete the transcript request form (available on 
the counseling webpage)  - explained on upcoming slides

▶ Using Common App? Sign the FERPA waiver and Match your 
Common App in Naviance - explained on upcoming slides

Ready to have your supporting documents sent?



                                                                                                                            

Indicate Common App or 
School Specific App

Let us know what each 
college on your list 
requires:

Official transcript? Or do 
you self-report grades?
(ex.  U of IL; U of California)

Teacher Recommendation
0?     1?      2?

Counselor Letter
Required or not?

If you are applying Early 
Decision, check                   
ED Agreement



▶ Check to see if your schools require recommendation 
letters

▶ Maximum 1 – 2 teacher letters for any school
◦  Teacher Recommendation Request Form or other 

questionnaire provided by your teacher

▶ Counselor letter may be required
o  Complete Self-Survey 

          Forms can also be found here:  HC Counseling Webpage

Recommendation Letters

https://d86.hinsdale86.org/domain/188
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Matching Common App in Naviance



Sign the FERPA Waiver on Common APP



▶ Check the schedule in Naviance

▶ Sign up in Naviance to get a reminder about 
the event

More Questions?  Attend Virtual Visits 
hosted by College Admissions Reps



Where to find the College Visit schedule



In the College menu, 
select  “College Visits”
Scroll through the list 
to view the list of 
colleges and the 
date/time for virtual 
visits.  

This is an example of 
what you will see.  
Check Naviance for 
actual dates/times.



And again…We are here to help! 
Make a Calendly appointment with your 
Counselor to

● Discuss your college list
● Get help with your essay
● Get answers and clarification about any 

questions you still have

Here’s how to schedule a meeting...



Students can schedule 
appointments by

● Using the Calendly link on the 
website

● Scanning the QR codes posted 
in the cafeteria or outside the 
Counseling Office

● Seeing an Administrative 
Assistant in the Counseling 
Office



Choose a 
date/time that is 
NOT during a test 
or other important 
activity

Give your teacher 
advance notice and 
show them the 
confirmation

Set a reminder for 
yourself; you will 
not get a pass



Seniors...


